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(Guitar)
Andreas Aase (b. 1967) plays stringed instruments, and he is one of Norway´s most recorded guitar players. His second album on Bergland Productions, “Unu”, consists of hymns, original compositions and Norwegian traditional tunes played solo in a quiet, peaceful soundscape. “Maus”, his 2003 album, focused on slightly modernized versions of traditional material from his native area of Trøndelag in Norway.

Andreas is an experienced musician, both in the studio and on stage. He has played on a great number of releases, and he lent his services to songwriter Åge Aleksandersen from 1997 through 2005. At the moment his solo career has top priority, but he also performs with traditional fiddler Sturla Eide, Brazilian trio Tom´s Diner, poet Marte Huke and the EU-sponsored multinational band Across, and he sometimes guests with Trio de Janeiro.

A solo gig with Andreas is a mixture of great guitar playing, humorous banter, flawless technique and a Scandinavian sound as the common thread throughout. Andreas plays acoustic 6-and 12-string guitars, acoustic baritone guitar, hawaiian lap steel guitar, Irish and Greek Bouzoukis, mandolin, cavaquinho, dobro, and tenor banjo. He also employs some discreet live sampling technology to create athmospheres around his playing.
International praise for “Maus”:
A few months back I talked with Norwegian guiitarist Andreas Aase about his 2003 folk music project with fiddler Sturla Eide Sundli, “Glimmer”. Since then he has completed a “solo” project that is quite a different beast.  “Maus” brings his 6-and 12-string guitars, bouzoukis, mandolin and lap steel guitar to the fore in a variety of settings, often reminiscent of John Fahey`s lumbering Americana or Adrian Legg`s spacious guitar visions. He surrounds his original instrumental pieces with tuba, cornet and bass and a wonderful ragged and often quirky percussion kit supplied by drummer Tor Haugerud. The ensemble moves from simple dance tunes to folk-rockish medleys, through some ragtime turns and a bit of jazz. It`s all well integrated, and the guitarist really lets his ensemble stay in the front, reserving his own formidable displays of virtousity for the solo (or near-solo) numbers, where his skill and sensitivity on the guitar positively shines. He finger picks, flat picks, slides and thumps his way along, each piece full of personality while always musically unpretentious. Aase is an original and this album opens up a completely different, less folk-driven avenue for him to pursue.

Cliff  Furnald (RootsWorld - USA)
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